The cutaneous manifestations of viral hepatitis.
Viral hepatitis is a common disease with significant morbidity and mortality that is found throughout the world. It is a known cause of acute and chronic liver disease. Because the disease can be asymptomatic in its acute stages, the diagnosis is often missed. This article reviews the extrahepatic manifestations of the disease, in particular the visible cutaneous lesions, which offer clues to the diagnosis of viral hepatitis. Familiarity with the most common skin lesions associated with each type of hepatitis virus will be useful in identifying previously undiagnosed individuals. This article serves as a review of the most widely published associations between skin diseases and specific subtypes of viral hepatitis.